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by 
Joyann Reynolds 
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This essay is presented in recognition of 

the many women that have contributed to 

the industrial history of Amesbury. The 

history of Amesbury – like many other 

towns – is filled with stories of women who 

were pioneers in their own way. Their 

efforts paved the way for female 

ownership and operation of businesses. 

One of these women was Mrs. Margaret 

Maginley (McGinley). After Margaret’s 

husband John passed away in 1878 she 

took the over the operations of the 

business and ran the family’s coach or 

“hack” service herself for about 15 years. 

“Hack” is an abbreviation of “hackney,” a service similar to today’s taxi. In the old days it 

provided carriages, drivers and horse teams used to transport people. A hack service could 

often accommodate large groups with a vehicle that was like a horse-drawn school bus. 

Margaret (Behan) was born in Lowell, Mass., on December 16th, 1831. She came to Amesbury 

as a child with her father Edward and siblings. She married John McGinley, an Irish immigrant, 

on August 27, 1853, and they settled in what was then called the Salisbury Mills and is now 

Amesbury. 

John McGinley was born in Ireland on Oct 24, 1828, immigrated to America in 1849 and 

became a citizen in 1857. He served in the Civil War in Co. E 1st Battalion MA H.A. as a private. 

The McGinleys bought their home on Elm Street (now 103-105 Elm) in 1860. Interestingly, only 

Margaret is listed on the deed to the property. Soon after, they began their hack service. 

The stable that housed their horses was built alongside the McGinley house, originally 41 Elm. 

Later the house numbers changed and it became 105 Elm St. The stable is no longer there, but 

John McGinley (Maginley) placed this advertisement in an 
Amesbury newspaper (The Villager) in 1871. 
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it was set back from the road and ran the long 

way on the right side of the driveway. The 

property abutted Clark’s Pond. This location also 

allowed easy access for transporting people to 

and from the mills and the train depot. 

Margaret was a well-liked and well-known 

woman who ran a successful business. Her 

carriages were considered very comfortable with 

nice horses, she provided safe drivers at 

reasonable prices. One of her most beautiful 

carriages was a piano box buggy manufactured by 

James Hume, an Amesbury carriage maker. 

(These buggies were named “piano box” because 

they resembled 19th century square pianos.) 

Her service accommodated parties of up to 15 and specialized in funerals and pleasure rides to 

Salisbury and Hampton beaches. Her teams could be rented by the hour or by the day, allowing 

people without a horse and carriage a way to travel beyond the train's reach. In January of 

1886, Margaret’s business became one of the first to be connected by telephone. 

Newspaper reports say Margaret was a cheerful and kind lady with many friends. She 

maintained a well for public use and kept a drinking cup nearby. She welcomed those that 

stopped. Those young and old quenched their thirst there, chatted and admired the big beautiful 

blue hydrangea that graced the front of her house. 

She had no children of her own and never remarried. She passed away on April 17th, 1921, 

after a short illness. Until then she was rarely sick. She is buried at Mt. Prospect Cemetery in 

Amesbury with her husband. Margaret’s house is now listed with the Massachusetts Historical 

Commission as the “Frost-McGinley House.” 

 

Maginley house in 2022. (Photo by Joyann 
Reynolds.) 

Margaret Maginley’s advertisement in The 
Amesbury News, July 2, 1886. 
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Arrow indicates Maginley house facing the intersection of Elm and Washington 
streets on an 1885 Sanborn insurance map. 

 

Arrow indicates Maginley house shown on an 1890 map by E. H. Bigelow. 



 Margaret Maginley: A Woman in Amesbury’s Industrial History Page 4 

Bibliography 

Note: Access to some sources may require an Ancestry.com account. 

“Amesbury 1890 Bird's Eye View”, Published by Geo E. Norris, 1890. From Amesbury 1890 

Bird's Eye View, Massachusetts. 

Coachbuilt.com, “Hackney,” 2015, Mark Theobald, HTML edition, Coachbuilt.com 

http://www.coachbuilt.com/bui/h/hackney/hackney.htm. Accessed 2022. 

“Coach Notice,” The Villager, Thursday, April 27, 1871, HTML edition, archived. 

http://amesbury.advantage-preservation.com/ Archives of Amesbury Public Library, page 

4. Accessed Feb 17, 2022. 

“Death Sunday Mrs. Margaret MaGinley,” The Amesbury Daily News, April 18, 1921, published 

in Amesbury, Massachusetts on April 18, 1921. HTML edition, archived. 

http://amesbury.advantage-preservation.com/ Archives of Amesbury Public Library, page 

2. Accessed Feb 17, 2022. 

Library of Congress, Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from Amesbury, Essex Co., Massachusetts, 

1885. Database with images. http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3764am.g036731885. “Sanborn 

Fire Insurance Map from Amesbury, Essex County, Massachusetts,” July 1885, Sanborn 

Map Company, 1885; Image 7. Accessed Feb 15, 2022. 

Massachusetts Essex Co., Plans Bk 609 Pl 108, Digital image, Southern Essex Registry of 

Deeds, Salem Mass. https://salemdeeds.com/salemdeeds/bpimage.aspx? 

book=609&page=108&homebk=609&homepg=108. Accessed Feb 17, 2022. 

Massachusetts, U.S., State and Federal Naturalization Records, 1798-1950 [database on-line]. 

www.Ancestry.com. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2011.Original data: 

Naturalization Records. National Archives at Boston, Waltham, Massachusetts., V125-

126, 1857. Accessed 2022. 

Mc Ginley, John, “Massachusetts, U.S. Death Records, 1841-1915 Town and Vital Records 

1620-1988.” Database with images. Ancestry.com. 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2101/. Accessed 2022. 

McGinly, John. “Massachusetts, U.S., Boston Archdiocese Roman Catholic Sacramental 

Records, 1789-1920”. Database. https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?viewrecord=1&r=an&db=BostonSacramentalRecords&indiv=try&h=191823415

8. Accessed 2022. 

http://www.coachbuilt.com/bui/h/hackney/hackney.htm
http://amesbury.advantage-preservation.com/
http://amesbury.advantage-preservation.com/
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gmd/g3764am.g036731885
https://salemdeeds.com/salemdeeds/bpimage.aspx?%20book=609&page=108&homebk=609&homepg=108
https://salemdeeds.com/salemdeeds/bpimage.aspx?%20book=609&page=108&homebk=609&homepg=108
http://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2101/
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?viewrecord=1&r=an&db=BostonSacramentalRecords&indiv=try&h=1918234158
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?viewrecord=1&r=an&db=BostonSacramentalRecords&indiv=try&h=1918234158
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?viewrecord=1&r=an&db=BostonSacramentalRecords&indiv=try&h=1918234158


 Margaret Maginley: A Woman in Amesbury’s Industrial History Page 5 

“Mrs. J. Maginley,” The Amesbury News, July 2, 1886, page 6, published in Amesbury, 

Massachusetts  on Friday July 2, 1886, HTML edition, archived. 

http://amesbury.advantage-preservation.com/. Archives of Amesbury Public Library. 

accessed Feb 20, 2022. 

The Amesbury Daily News, July 17th, 1912, page 3, published in Amesbury, Massachusetts on 

Wednesday, July 17th, 1912, HTML edition, archived. https://amesbury.advantage-

preservation.com/. Archives of Amesbury Public Library. Accessed Feb 17, 2022. 

The National Archives at Washington, D.C.; Washington, D.C.; NAI Title: U.S., Civil War 

Pension  Index: General Index to Pension Files, 1861-1934; NAI Number: T288; Record 

Group  Title: Records of the Department of Veterans Affairs, 1773-2007; Record Group  

Number: 15; Series Title: U.S., Civil War Pension Index: General Index to Pension Files 

1861-1934; Series Number: T288; Roll: 301. 

The Weekly News, Friday, July 20th, 1883, page 4, published in Amesbury, Massachusetts on 

Friday, July 20th, 1883, HTML edition, archived. http://amesbury.advantage-

preservation.com/. Archives of Amesbury Public Library. Accessed Feb 17, 2022. 

http://amesbury.advantage-preservation.com/
https://amesbury.advantage-preservation.com/
https://amesbury.advantage-preservation.com/
http://amesbury.advantage-preservation.com/
http://amesbury.advantage-preservation.com/

